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StaiTribune.com i Minneapolis - st. paul. Minnesota 

Part 1 : Teams make money, but athletes pay a price 

Minnesota's two-year college football programs help fund their 
schools by drawing out-of-state recruits, but many of them are 
unprepared. 

By James Walsh and Richard Meryhew, Star Tribune 
Last update: April 24, 2007 - 9:09 PM 

FIRST OF TWO PARTS 

-^ Over the oast decade. Minnesota's community colleges have turned more and more to 

out-of-state players to fill football rosters and bring in money. Last fall, nearly two-thirds of 
the 628 students who played came from outside the state. 

— ^ But as coaches at those schools are about to recruit athletes for next season, many of 
last fall's players have left. 

-, — ^ Some were so ill-prepared for college that they quit school without coming close to 

earning a degree. Others bolted because they were ovenwhelmed by the weather or by 
living in a small, predominantly white town a world away from the urban areas where they 
grew up. 

"We are bringing students in who ... are not likely to get a degree in two years, or even 
make progress in two years," said Larry Oveson, president of the Minnesota Community 
College Faculty Association. 

Oveson, an instructor at Rainy River Community College in International Falls, asked, 
— ^ "What are the ethics of bringing those kids in, having them rack up debt and then leave 
without a diploma?" 

^ Regardless of the academic or social problems faced by those students, there is a 

financial incentive for schools to maintain their programs. 

^ In exchange for spending $30,000 to $60,000 to field a football team, Minnesota's 

community colleges with teams take in $200,000 to $450,000 a year. Much of it comes 
from federal financial aid brought in by out-of-state students. 

^" In 2005-06, football players brought in nearly $3.9 million to those 1 1 colleges - not 
including state appropriations that are based on factors including the enrollment boost 
that comes with the players. 

.--^ For small-town colleges designed primarily to serve local communities, it's big money, 
enough in some cases to sustain academic programs or keep a school's doors open. 
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But the academic problems associated with out-of-state recruiting are so prevalent at 
several of the colleges that two schools in northern Minnesota - Hibbing and Rainy River 
- considered dropping football after the 2006 season. 

Hibbing stopped its program 

In January, Hibbing officials indefinitely suspended the sport because its academic 
failings were so entrenched. 

A statewide task force of community-college administrators, athletic directors, coaches 
ana stuaents oegan studying me issue after tne MiDDing decision, its recommenaations 
are due soon. 

"Given what had happened [at Hibbing], we wanted to see if there were any lessons to be 
learned." said Mil(e Lopez, associate vice chancellor for student affairs of the l\/!lnnesota 
State Colleges and Universities System. "We figured it might be worth taking a look to 
ensure ... that [similar things were not] happening at other places." 

Problems in the classroom 

From 2000 through the 2005-06 school year, Hibbing football players had a 1 .8 grade- 
point average (a C average is 2.0) with a vast majority taking remedial courses. Last fall. 
Hibbing players received only 38 percent of the credits for courses in which they enrolled. 

"I came to the conclusion that it's not working." said Hibbing Provost Kenneth Simberg, 
who made the decision to drop football. 

According to school statistics, 40 percent of players on the 2006 Hibbing roster didn't 
come back this spring. From the 2005 team. 12 percent returned for the 2006 season 
and 7 percent graduated at the end of the 2005-06 academic year. Only four second-year 
players were listed on the 2006 roster. 

Players come and go with such fi-equency, said Dave Wilson, a former assistant coach at 
Hibbing. that "fl-om my standpoint, every [season] we start all the way over." 

Even a backer of the Hibbing program, longtime assistant coach Munray Anderson, said: 
"I'll be truthful. I dont know how some of these kids got their [high school] diplomas." 

Facing many of the same problems, Provost Wayne Men^ell decided to keep Rainy 
River's program, providing steps are taken to improve academic performance and better 
integrate players into the community. 

But Men'ell also said that money played a role. Rainy River, the smallest of Minnesota's 
community colleges, needs football more than Hibbing did. 

Last fall. Rainy River fielded its team for $49,000. It won only two games and brought in 
http://www.startribune.eom/1592/v-Drint/storv/l 1 ^Q888 html <:/finnf\i 
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less than $200 in gate receipts, said Betty Opdahl. the school's director of fiscal services. 
Half of the roster from last fall isn't on campus now. 
Program generated cash 

In 2005-06, the team brought in almost $439,000 in grants, loans, work-study aid and 
scholarships. That's about 10 percent of the school's annual operating budget, Opdahl 
said, and the numbers will be comparable for the current academic year. 

Without that money, the school would be hard pressed to stay open. "We're right on the 
edge," Merrell said. 

The cycle per- sists largely be- cause, unlike most states with community-college football, 
Minnesota doesn't limit the number of out-of-state players on team rosters. Last season 
at Hibbing, 60 of the team's 63 players were from out of state. 

At Rainy River, one Minnesotan was on the roster. More than half of Rainy River's 
players came from Florida, which has no community-college football, and about one-third 
OT MiDDings came rrom mere. Many amvea witnout naving seen tne campus or lafwng 
face-to-fece with a coach. 

'These kids down here, they are just hungry to go anywhere," said Bob Head, football 
coach at Olympia High School in Orlando, which sent several players to Minnesota last 
year. "All they are trying to do is get tape [videotapes to show to a four-year school]. 
'Let's get tape and go somewhere else.' " 

After his uncle talked to a Hibbing assistant by phone, Xavler Chappie of Menitt Island, 
Fla., enrolled and made the 1 ,750-mile journey. 

"I was just going up there to play football for two years and get a chance to get back in 
Florida somewhere and play Imajor-college footballL" said Chappie, who left Hibbing 
when the program was dropped. 

Some Florida coaches have become wary of their players coming to Minnesota. 

"I love Minnesota, but I wouldn't recommend any kids go up to the International Falls or 
Hibbing area," said Andre Thaddies, a former University of Minnesota player who now 
coaches in Delray Beach. 'The ones who have, they didn't really have a lot of choices." 

Kansas schools set limits 

The recruiting pipeline doesn't exist to nearly the same extent in other states because of 
rules about who can play on their community-college teams. In Kansas, for example, 
scnoois in tne jaynawK community college comerence are iimitea to liii out-or-staiers 
on their football rosters. 
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"People were saying 'Here we are, a community-college system, funded by local 
taxpayers, and we have teams with no Kansas kids,' " said conference commissioner 
Bryce Roderick. "This just was not right." 

The Kansas Legislature, he said, pressured schools to cap rosters or risk losing funding. 

"I think when you lose that local flavor, you really lose," Roderick said. 

In Hibbing, few complained when football was suspended. A member of the city council, 
Frank Bigelow, said there was little interest because so many players were "outsiders." 

Oveson, the head of the faculty association, thinks one way around that is to impose 
limits on the number of out-of-state players. 

"I think it better reflects the two-year community-college philosophy," Oveson said. "And I 
think it reassures the taxpayers of Minnesota that their dollars are being wisely invested." 

But MnSCU's chancellor, James McCormick, is opposed to anything that would limit 
access to community colleges, wnlch are open to anywre with a f»^gf^-scm)o^ diptoma or 
GED certificate. 

"For some individuals, the opportunity to participate in athletics is the motivation to enroll 
in a community college, learn how to apply themselves academically and succeed," 
McCormick said via e-mail. "That's the value of community colleges." 

Merrell, the Rainy River provost, said that if a limit were imposed, his school would have 
to spend "much more money competing for the same students other people are 
competing for here in the state. 

"If we have to compete with larger schools for Minnesota kids, and those larger schools 
are in communities that have a lot of other attractions, I think we would be in serious 
trouble," he said. 

Ervin Watson Jr., 19, of Missouri City, Texas, said he enrolled at Rainy River last fall 
because "I knew I probably couldn't get into a big university. My grades were not up to 
par, and I knew I would probably have to start off in a Ounior college]." 

Watson said he hadn't talked with any college coaches until Rainy River's coach, Tim 
Myles, contacted him by phone. 

"I just jumped at the first thing," he said. "Myles told me I could play. I'd get more 
exposure if I'm playing." 

After one semester, Watson left. 

jwalsh@startribune.com • 612-673-7428 richm@startribune.com • 612-673-4425 
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The Buffalo News : Opinion 



Sunday, June 3, 2007 



Home > Opinion 

EDITORIALS 

It's a crime 

N ew law breaks up tawdry relationships that dragged students 
into debt 




Updated: 06/01/07 6:55 AM 

The number of bugs Andrew M. Cuomo found under one of the 
very first rocks he turned over as New York attorney general 
- surprised even him. He was not the only one who had no idea the 
depth of scandal t hat had afflicted the business of marketing student 
loans. 

But now, thanks largely to Cuomo's efforts, reforms are rapidly 
coming down the pike. College students and their parents now have 
more, though not total, assurance that the university financial 
counselors who may be helping them get a student loan are putting 
the interests of the student first. 

A reform bill that recently flew through the New York Legislature, Associated Press 

and was just signed by Gov. Eliot L. Spitzer, was a quick action Attorney General Andrew Cuomo, right, 

made possible by the fact that, as Cuomo put it, there was no investigated the student loan industry. 

defense to be raised by the lenders and financial aid officers for 

their sleazy conduct. The practice of some university officials accepting improper influences — everything from 

office supphes to free travel and stock in the companies they were supposed to be scrutinizing — to funnel loan 

busmess m certain directions was intolerable and has now been declared so by many of the same schools and 

lenders who were up to their necks in it because, well, because everyone else was. 

Cuomo has secured the cooperation of 24 schools and seven big lenders, some of which have promised $12 5 

million to reimburse students who paid excessive interest rates. Efforts to end the practice nationwide are also 

movmg through Congress. 

The student loan business in the United States is an $85- billion-a-year industry. It is fueled, Cuomo notes, by the 
_ fact that the cost, and the necessity, of a college degree continues to increase while scholarships and grants remain 
flat. Even under the best of circumstances — with no bait and switch in the loan office — students can leave 
college and enter the job market with debt that approaches the size of a home mortgage — with no home.. 
The new Student Lending Accountability, Transparency and Enforcement (SLATE) Act changes such loan 
steermg fi-om a simply immoral practice into an illegal one. It also contains a Student Bill of Rights that is 
supposed to help borrowers understand their options before entering into a situation w here their adult life is 
launched under the burden of heavy (^ebt. ~ ~~ — ' — 

Cuomo is firm on the point that students and their parents, law or no law, should still be shopping around for the 
best college financing deal and not just leave themselves wide open to the sort of victimization often suffered by 
the young and idealistic. "^ 
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MTOBN ran KWnON Wrra YOUR PAYMBNT 



DONOTSE^gDCASH 

MAKE CHECKS t AY ABLE TO: 

US. DEPARTMENT OT EDUCATION 

SHOW YOUR SOCIAL SECURTIYNUME 

ON YOUR CHECK 



Van Ru Credit Corporation 1-888-337-8 
Send Payment To: 
National Payment Center 
US Department of EthicatioQ 
P.O. Box 4169 
Greenville Tx 75403-4169 

M 3aD135DH3fl55 DDDbDSSDD? DITMITHM 



^. . KEEPTTOSPORTIONFORYOURRECORDS DATE: JunC 5 ^Oo"? 

^^TcZ^^^M^"^! ^^^'Jf'.^% S.^- D.«P«rt™ert of Education, is from Van Ru 
SStion Department of Education has placed your account with us for 

m iSS^U "^^ ^^ *° ^'^ ^°" '^^^ repayment of your debt. Your obUgation 

wllSon*^*st?*^l SfiSiir;^* °' °^ resolution, mterest will continue to accrue and 
collection costs wiB be charged to you as penrntted under Federal Law and Regulations. 

In additionjf you faU to repay or otherwise resolve your debt then, after separate written notices 
h^SSS'^''^ ^? * '"^'i '^^ ^ ^^"^g' «"d depig onTe o^t^mf erf S 
5^?'^;^?"" TH°y^ "^y ^ '^^^ t° ^^°J^ ^<* r«^ "P to 15% of your "disiSs^le" 
S lmn..2f rSf^-l^K"? coraPf sation rraiaining after deduction of health inirance p^ums 
and ^omrts reqmred by law to be withheld) until your debt is paid or otherwise resolv^ and^r 
any federal payment to which you otherwise would be entitled may be ofl&et against your debt 

vSf ^*it° Ae^tonr!.liL^^^ National Payment Center at the address provided, or contact 
n,^«^ «i to".frf/"mber below to discuss payment arrangements. When sending your 
payment, please mclude your social security number on your payment instiSment. 
You may be emtitled to a substantial reduction in your balance. Please complete and return the 
S^i?™ " * '^^ ^^°"^ ^°^*^ ^^* ^° determine if you qualify for such a 

Our oflBce hours are: 
Monday-Thursday, 8am-9pni(CST) 
Friday, 8am-5pm(CST) 
Saturday and Sunday, 8am-12pm(CST) 

You can reach us at our toll free number 1-888-337-833 1 

All written correspondence must be sent to the following address: 

Van Ru Credit Corporation 

PO Box 1027 

Skokie, n. 60076-1027 ... 
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JNCIP Debtor Statement 
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TbiB commuttlVitioa 
Department o/ Justice, 
debt Mbould jbe aeat to i 
aaifd State* at the addresa 



froB the (toited States 

All correapondenee oa this 

repreaentative o£ the 
the ie/t ahove. 



Por inqulrlea regarding debt oalli 



202-514-7211 



William X 
4244 



Av«ry D.M.D. 
ROAD, N.I. 
DC 20019 



DAT! or STATBOENT 


04-JUN-2007 


1 CLAIM NUMBKR 


C-58771 



Retain top portion for your records. This is your official 
receipt. Make name/address corrections on the reverse. 

This statement reflects the balances for this debt only. You 
may have additional outstanding debt. Detach bottom portion, 
indicate amount enclosed, and return with your payment. 



ACCOXTMT nnrORMXTXOH 


LMt Payprat R«c*lv«d D«t« 


07-DIC-2005 


Currant Balanea 


$109,989.52 


Last PaysMit Aaount 


$6,149.49 


Naxt Payment Amount 


$450.51 


Annual Zntaraat Rata 


7.500% 


Paymant Amount Dua 


$28,951.02 






Paymant Dua By 


DUS HON 



mxi CHicr OR nomnr ordrr payabli to u.s. dbpartioqit of justicb 

IMCLUDI CLAIM HDKBXR ON CHBCX OR MOMBY ORDBR 
Plaaaa datach and ancloaa bottom with paymant 
00 NOT SBMD CASH! 







We accept CKdlt card* 


Payment Options: 




m^Q 


1. Check or Money Order 


PAY YOUR DEBT BY CREDIT 


2. Credit Card 


CARD USING THE FORM 




3. EZ Pay (CaU tlie number alMve to learn 


BELOW 






4. Pay online - iittps://www.pay.gov - use tlie 






"DOJ NCQi"* pubUc form (CaU the number 






T T T T 



• applied baton tha n 



C3AZM MDMBn 


c-58771 1 


KAMI 


Nilllam K. Avery 


M.D. 


UmCX CODS BBBP 


OX8TRICT DC 


COA COBB 


AOBICT riLI MOMBn 


BBHP-S00844B1 


Ipaimimt ANOmiT 





BXPIHATIOM DAIB_ 



Is not indicated,! authorise the 
Department of Justice to charge my card for the 
payment amount due. 



D 



NAIL COUPON TO: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 

NATIONWIDE CENTRAL INTAKE FACILITY 

P.O. BOX 70940 

CHARLOTTE, NC 28272-0940 



AveryC-58771 



DC HHHP-50084481 000002895102 
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Last Name: 


Avery 


First Name: 


William 


Middle Initial: 


K 


Amount Due: 


$81,589 


City: 


Washington 


State: 


DC 


School: 


Univ of 
Pittsburgh 




Dentistry 


City: 


Pittsburgh 


State: 


PA 



Graduation/Separation: 6/1 5/1 987 
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